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Preface
The United States Environmental Protection
Agency (U.S. EPA) has been concerned about the
question of possible adverse health effects of as-
bestos fibers in drinking waters since the early
1970s. A number of research projects were initi-
ated in epidemiology, toxicology, in vitro testing,
engineering, and other areas to investigate as
many aspects of this question as possible. On
October 13 and 14, 1982, a workshop was held at
the U.S. EPA Breidenbach Environmental Re
search Center in Cincinnati to summarize what
had been learned from the work sponsored on
ingested asbestos. The papers included in these
proceedings consist of reviews performed by
Agency personnel or contractors and presenta-
tions ofthe unpublished results ofU.S. EPA spon-
sored projects. Two papers presented by the De-
partment of National Health and Welfare,
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada are also included. The
primary focus of the workshop was to present
scientific summaries and identify possible areas
where further investigation might be useful. In
general, policy issues were not discussed.
These proceedings have been subjected to the
peer and policy review system of the U.S. EPA
and approved for publication. The views and poli-
cies presented are those ofthe individual authors
and do not necessarily reflect those of the U.S.
EPA.
Each technical paper had the appraisal of at
least two reviewers. The comments ofthe follow-
ing researchers who served as reviewers are
gratefully acknowledged: K. Adler, A. Bender, E.
Boatman, D. Coffin, L. Condie, G. Craun, A.
Dean, M. Dourson, L. Erdreich, P. Gartside, D.
Greathouse, W. Hallenbeck, R. Hertzberg, I. Hig-
gins, M. Kanarek, G. Kirmeyer, G. Logsdon,
L. McCabe, P. McCauley, W. Meigs, L. Palekar,
Y. Patel, L. Polissar, W. Smith, C. Sonich,
R. Stevens, and J. Symons. S. Marshall of the
Dynamac Corporation, Rockville, MD, is grate-
fully acknowledged for her support in organizing
the conference and proceedings.
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